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these unsafe carriers operating in the
United States. We can close that door
again by just modifying NAFTA.

The Trump administration is ap-
proaching this issue perhaps as early as
next week in the NAFTA negotiations,
and this should be at the top of their
agenda: we will not give them national
treatment; they will have to meet our
standards and prove that they have
met our standards; they have to de-
velop a meaningful driver’s license
base; they will have to have drug and
alcohol testing; they have to have
hours of service. Then we can talk
about whether or not they can operate
in the United States.

We had a system before NAFTA.
Mexican truck drivers would bring the
trucks just over the border. They were
limited in how far they could go. They
would drop the trailers. U.S. truck
drivers would pick them up.

Then there is one other issue here:
Are we going to do to our trucking in-
dustry what we have done to so many
in manufacturing? Are we going to
drive down truck drivers’ wages?

It is already a tough business, par-
ticularly for independent drivers. Are
we going to make them compete with
people who are earning 2 bucks an hour
and don’t have to meet the same rules
as they do? That is not fair competi-
tion, and it is not good for the Amer-
ican people, not for the jobs or the
safety on our highways.

So I am asking the Trump adminis-
tration to hang tough on this issue and
take away this national treatment
that we are giving to Mexico, which
does not have an equivalent system to
the United States, and go to something
that is based on reciprocity and equiva-
lence. That would be a good change to
the NAFTA agreement, which, of
course, I opposed from day one.

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
MANUFACTURING DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Jopy B. HICE of Georgia). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this Friday is National
Manufacturing Day. We celebrate Man-
ufacturing Day annually in order to
recognize the manufacturing industry’s
part in the growth and prosperity of
the United States economy, as well as
raise awareness of the important in-
vestment and career opportunities
within the manufacturing sector.

Manufacturing Day started in 2012 as
an annual celebration of modern manu-
facturing meant to inspire the next
generation of manufacturers, and it
has done just that. According to a 2016
survey of students who attended Manu-
facturing Day events, 89 percent were
more aware of manufacturing jobs in
their communities; 84 percent were
more convinced that manufacturing
provides careers that are interesting
and rewarding; 64 percent were more
motivated to pursue careers in manu-
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facturing; and 71 percent were more
likely to tell friends, family, parents,
or colleagues about manufacturing
after attending the event.

Mr. Speaker, the manufacturing in-
dustry impacts every community in
the United States, and that is certainly
true for Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. Pennsylvania has a
rich history of being a manufacturing
leader, especially our storied Pennsyl-
vania Steel. The Commonwealth has
been an important cog in the wheels of
this country’s industrial revolution
thanks to industries like iron, coal,
and lumber, in addition to steel.

Our Pennsylvania farmers have fed
and continue to feed generations of
Americans, providing safe and nutri-
tious food for all our neighbors.

From heritage companies to newer
rising stars, we have a wide cross-sec-
tion of products produced in the Fifth
District of Pennsylvania, and Mr.
Speaker, I would like to highlight just
a few.

Brookville Equipment Corporation in
Jefferson County is the leading Amer-
ican manufacturer of diesel locomotive
engines, street trolleys, and mining
machinery. Brookville’s mass transit
resume includes fully refurbishing
streetcars for cities, including New Or-
leans, Philadelphia, and San Francisco.

Since 1889, W.R. Case & Sons Cutlery
Company has been fashioning
handcrafted pocketknives and sporting
knives in McKean County.

Zippo Manufacturing Company, mak-
ers of the world famous Zippo
windproof lighter, owns Case Knives
today. Zippo is another family-owned
business, based in the city of Bradford,
McKean County, since 1936.

Major leaguers have been swinging
our fine Pennsylvania hardwoods
thanks to Jefferson County company
BWP Bats. BWP’s slogan is ‘‘Built With
Pride.”

Huntingdon County’s Bonney Forge
has a state-of-the-art forge facility ca-
pable of manufacturing our entire line
of forged steel fitting and forged steel
valve products since 1875.

A new manufacturer is DiamondBack
Truck Covers. Two Penn State stu-
dents started this company in their ga-
rage in 2003. They make heavy-duty,
utility-oriented, diamond plate alu-
minum truck bed covers for pickup
trucks in Philipsburg, Pennsylvania, in
Centre County.

Mr. Speaker, this is just a handful of
the manufacturers in my district who
produce quality, American-made prod-
ucts. As co-chair of the Career and
Technical Education Caucus, I am
proud that the manufacturing industry
employs scores of career and technical
education students in family-sus-
taining careers. These are great fam-
ily-sustaining jobs.

As we celebrate National Manufac-
turing Day on Friday and draw atten-
tion to the roles manufacturers play in
our communities, I commend all those
who Kkeep our economy booming
through manufacturing.
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STOPPING GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SCHNEIDER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today heartbroken and bone weary
from the gun violence that continues
to wrack our country. Just this year
alone there have been 273 mass shoot-
ings, shootings with four or more vic-
tims. Every day we read of another
child tragically lost.

Our Nation awoke yesterday to the
horrifying news of yet another mass
shooting, this time in Las Vegas. It is
once more now the worst shooting in
our Nation’s history. This violence
sears our hearts and leaves countless
families forever tragically changed.

I extend my sincere condolences to
all those who lost loved ones and send
prayers of recovery to those wounded.
Please know that the American people
are grieving with you.

I am incredibly grateful for the ex-
traordinary professionalism and brav-
ery of law enforcement and first re-
sponders during this attack. But our
words and prayers are not sufficient for
the people of Las Vegas or the other
victims of daily gun violence across
our country. We owe them more. We
must come together to tackle this epi-
demic with action. Enough is enough.

There is no one single solution to the
gun violence now, nor are there any
easy answers, but that must not stop
us from making progress where we can.
Incredibly, however, this body is set to
consider rolling back some of the com-
monsense regulations we already have
in place for gun safety.

It is inconceivable to me that this
House is preparing to vote on legisla-
tion to weaken restrictions on the sale
of silencers. Such sound suppressors
make it more difficult for law enforce-
ment officers to identify the point
source of a weapon and to react to pro-
tect our public.

Why are we considering a bill that

makes firearms more deadly and
makes it more difficult for police to re-
spond?

But that is not all. There is also a
proposal to weaken State concealed
carry laws with national reciprocity.

This dangerous legislation would un-
dermine local safety laws and deny
States their right to establish their
own concealed carry safety standards.
Requiring States to accept the con-
cealed standards of every other State
will effectively create a dangerous race
to the bottom and leave the least re-
strictive State law as the effective na-
tional standard.

Mr. Speaker, we should be debating
and voting on proposals that can re-
duce gun violence in our communities.
We must not allow the difficulty of the
path ahead prevent us from embracing
solutions that move us in the right di-
rection.

Earlier this year, I introduced the
Ghost Guns Are Guns bill with my col-
league, Congressman ESPAILLAT of New
York. This bill will address the glaring



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:10:09-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




